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A  Service  of  Your 
Montana  State  Library 

(406)  444-2064 
TOLL-FREE  1-800-332-3400 


LIBRARY  S^ICE  TO 
VISUALLY  AND  PHYSICALLY 
HANDICAPPED  READERS 

Reading  materials  for  visually 
and  physically  handicapped 
persons  are  provided  by  the 
federal  government  through  the 
Library  of  Congress  and  made 
available  through  regional 
libraries.   The  Montana  State 
Library,  one  of  these  regional 
libraries,  houses  the  materials 
and  provides  the  staff  to 
distribute  them. 

WHO  CAN  USE  THIS  SERVICE? 

Any  person  who,  because  of  a 
visual  or  physical  handicap,  is 
not  able  to  read  conventionally 
printed  material,  hold  a  book  or 
turn  a  page  is  eligible  for  the 
service.  The  disability  may  be 
either  temporary  or  permanent. 
When  aids  must  be  used  to  read 
conventional  print  in  a 
comfortable  manner,  and  the 
disability  is  based  on  a  physical 
or  visual  handicap,  the  individual 
may  qualify  for  certification. 

HOW  TO  APPLY 

Obtain  an  application  form  from 
the  Montana  State  Library  and 
indicate  the  nature  of  the  visual 


g(0  or  physical  disability.   The 
§_  disability  must  be  certified  by 
5  5  someone  in  one  of  the 
Ig  professions  listed  on  the 
|°  application,  such  as  a  doctor, 
| ^  nurse,  optometrist,  etc. 
|§  Persons  certified  as  having  a 
iw  reading  disability  resulting  from 
an  organic  dysfunction  and  of 
sufficient  severity  to  prevent 
their  reading  printed  material  in 
the  normal  manner  must  be 
certified  by  a  doctor  of 
medicine  or  a  doctor  of 
osteopathy.   Library  service  will 
begin  as  soon  as  the  Montana 
State  Library  receives  the 
certified  application  form. 

CONFIDENTIALITY 

Records  relating  to  recipients  of 
Library  of  Congress  reading 
material  are  confidential  under 
state  law. 


FREE  SERVICE 

There  is  no  charge  for  library 
services  to  visually  and 
physically  handicapped  readers. 
The  books,  magazines,  and 
playback  equipment  are 
provided  at  no  cost  and  sent 
postage  free  to  the  borrower  and 
are  returned  in  the  same  manner. 


SERVICE 

When  eligibility  for  library  service 
has  been  established,  the 
Montana  State  Library  will  send 
two  books,  the  necessary 
equipment  and  supply  catalogs 
listing  available  books  and 
magazines.  After  this  initial 
shipment,  the  patron  may 
determine  the  number  of  books 
and  the  frequency  of  shipments, 
which  may  be  changed  at  any 
time  to  suit  the  needs  of  the 
borrower.   Talking  Book  Topics 
and/or  Braille  Book  Review  (both 
list  current  titles)  are  sent  to  the 
borrower  every  two  months. 
New  titles  may  be  selected,  and 
the  new  requests  will  be  added 
to  the  reader's  current  list. 


COLLECTION 

The  collection  consists  of: 
•Talking  Books  (records) 
•Cassette  Books 
Borrowers  can  expect  the  same 
large  variety  of  adult  and 
children's  books  offered  to 
people  using  conventionally 
printed  material  from  a  public 
library.   More  than  70  popular 
magazines  are  available  through 
the  library.   The  collection  does 
not  include  Braille  books,  but 


they  are  available  from  the  Multi- 
State  Center  in  Salt  Lake  City. 

EQUIPMENT 

Special  equipment  needed  to 
play  cassette  books  and  records 
is  supplied  on  extended  loan, 
and  a  reader  may  choose  to 
have  both  a  cassette  player  and 
a  talking  book  machine  (to  play 
records).   If  a  machine  is  in  need 
of  repair,  it  should  be  returned  to 
the  Montana  State  Library  and 
another  machine  will  be  issued. 
If  the  equipment  is  not  being 
used  in  conjunction  with 
recorded  reading  material 
provided  by  the  Library  of 
Congress  and  its  cooperating 
libraries,  it  must  be  returned  to 
the  Montana  State  Library. 


REPAIR  OF  MACHINES 

Members  of  the  Telephone 
Pioneers  service  and  repair  the 
playback  machines  whenever 
they  are  returned  to  the  library. 
Because  of  this  volunteer 
group's  expert  service,  any 
machine  breakdowns  that  occur 
are  handled  rapidly  and 
efficiently. 


MONTANA  CASSETTE 
BOOK  PROGRAM 

The  library  administers  a 
volunteer  recording  program  at 
the  Montana  State  Library  and 
the  Montana  State  Prison. 
Volunteers  in  Helena  and 
inmates  at  the  prison  record 
materials  by  Montana  authors  or 
about  Montana.  Selections  are 
made  on  the  basis  of  copyright 
permission,  availability  from  the 
National  Library  Service  and 
reader  demand.  Some  of  the 
authors  recorded  under  this 
program  include:  A.B.  Guthrie, 
Frank  B.  Linderman,  Chet 
Huntley,  and  Charles  M.  Russell. 

SPECIAL  REQUESTS 

The  library  will  attempt  to  locate 
any  material  a  borrower  desires 
that  is  available  in  a  useable 
format.  Titles  not  in  the 
collection  may  be  available  from 
other  libraries  through  interlibrary 
loan.   Short  articles  and  other 
specialized  materials  will  be 
recorded  locally  whenever 
possible.   Local  public  libraries 
will  supply  reference  information 
which  does  not  require 
production  in  a  specialized 
format. 


FOR  ADDITIONAL 

INFORMATION 
CONTACT  or  VISIT: 

Montana  State  Library 

for  the 

Blind  &  Physically 

Handicapped 

1515  East  6th  Ave. 
Helena,  MT  59620 

(406)  444-2064 
OR 

TOLL-FREE 

1  -800-332-3400 

Hours: 

8:00  a.m.  -  5:00  p.m. 

Monday  -  Friday 
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